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| *To the Reverend 
Mr . A OHN BILLIN GSL Ex, 


HO the Printing this plain 
IV Diſcourſe was remote from 
1 my thoughts when deliver d 
it from the Pulpit to your Hopeful 
CATECHUMENS, yet apon your in- 
fiſting ( joyntly with ſome other Nor- 
thy Brethren) that I ſhould comply 
with their requeſt, in letting them 
have it to read, ] have been at the 
pains to Tranſcribe it, and now leave 
it to your Diſpoſal. 

I moſt heartily Congratulate your 
Happineſs, in having in your Ad- 
vanced Age, a Station for Service, 
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= ich jou 
may 2 fo of 722 185 128 15. Gene- 
rat ion. ; 


[ chearfully ly Join with % 7 in Bleſ- 
ing G OD, for. the Encou gement - 
your have” 2 with, and egy 
your Endeavours N already had 
And you have the Concurrence of my 
Prayers; that the: Youth' fm 
tive City may know how to 'nalue an 
improve ſo great a Bleſſi ing; aud that 
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manyof Good OBADIAN's Chanaer; 
may be. train 'd Up, under your nfo 
Aion an conduct: dud an with 
great Sincerity,\ ads {nin At 
in S Reverend, SIR, 1 en 
Was | Your Aﬀe®tionate Friend,” NO IY 
Va v8 

ud | Brother, and Servine 3 
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| — Bt Lt thy Servant, fear 
ORD p from my Youth. 


ens is Good Oba Chat 
* eder we Himſelf; his Picture 
NY wg by his own Hand, with 

t exactneſs. For the moſt 

(it muſt be confeſs d) there 


15 ee 


Partiality in Self-Commen- 
dation that icy deferve but little regard ; 
whereas this Accoutit of Obadiah, claims our 


Notice, notwithſtanding it came out of his 
own" Mouth, Ard was a Declaration in his 


Gn favour. He ſpake no other than what 


Al that” knew him would bear Witneſs to; 
at tlis ſame time as he could not be inſenfible 
iat the Perfon he ſpake to, could cafily 

hade detected him, if he oy Fe drop'd L 
Falfhood. - He gave this Character of bir 
elf to £hjab, an Eminent Prophet of the 
E ORD; and cho it carries an high En- 
cemium in it, yet he kept within Bounds. 
There are many, who to ſerve their own 


055 make nothing of ĩmpoſing upon 
& Dy Miniſters, * cover themſelves 


with 


AM 7 


Verſe 3. text, That he fear d the LORD 8 atly. So 


Ver. 4. Regard to GOD is added. - For 


ne OF —_—__, u's 5 


— a falſe M Mask when they make their Ap- 
plications to them, and uſe a Variety of Arti. 
fices, in hope of procuring tear 50 d Opi- Th 
nion, to a degree yond What they deſerve: , || 
But it was not ſo with this holy Man. He 
was what he pretended. He declar'd himſelf 
One that fear d 'G O D, and tis dectard of 
him by the Sacred Hiſtorian in this Con- 


that this Was his praper and ge 
er, ndtwithſtanding it came _ «pen own 
Mouth.- The Truth of the Character was 
illuſtriouſly evidenc'd by his Actions. That 


Fear of G O D-which-was ne ren 
in his Youth, was (rn, Ccoveri 
he grew up. An eminent ce of = | 


when Jezabel cut of the Prophets of he LORD, 
tbat Obadiah 700 | 
hid them by Fifty. in 4 Cave, tho 
Bread and Water. He was One who 0 | 
nour'd GO D's. Prophets, / becauſe, of 
Office, and Malter. He of their 2725 — mo, | 
eir Great Maſter.. . He meer e own. , 
ife to fave theirs, and ſcreen d many. 
Scores of them at once from the Fur ury of 
Perſecutors. Among the Mulritudes we 
meet with that pretend to the Fear of GOD, 
I fear there would not be many that would 
be like him in Courage upon a like Tryal. " 
May the Good LORD grant, that ff 2 
T ih of that Nature ſhould. come upon us, 
they may be found to be more in number; 
than we (from any.Circumſtances that ap- 
pear) could ſee any ae to apprehend ar 
expect. BUT 
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| U T tho this is ich, Aon as very re- 
\ | ' markable, yet was it hot à ſingle Inſtance 
Go or vidence in Obadiab's Caſe, neither. His 
Fear of G0 D, ex reſs'd itſelf in other 
| proper; natural, and coming Ways : And 
f ie be True and Real, twill do the ſame 
with others alſo. Let it begin when it will, 
"ewill influence the Life and Courſe of the 
Actions: But it never appears more illu- 
ſtrious, than when it- bears Date from the 
Z Y outh, as it did in Obadiab's Calendar. 


18 O that we have here before Us a moſt 
excellent Character, which deſerves our ſe- 
rious Contem lation „ cannot but excite 
Admiration, ſhould provoke to Imitation, 
and may to all affo « Matter of 18 In- 
ſttuction. | 


* H AT our Meditation upon it may 
be the more Proficeble, I propoſe, 


RR Briefy fo Hluftrate the Character gi- 
5 ven, and take a View of its Excellence. 


II. To ſhem the Happineſs it beſpeaks, 

< and the Bleſſed Conſequences that at- 

| tend it, to the unſpeakable C omfort 

SS-  -- a Benefit of thoſe to whom it be- 
N longs. And, 


III. To Wi both Tonnger and Elder 
. Perſons, in making a ſuitable Improve: 
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1255 ee LORD: And the : Daw it 
was from bis Youth. 


aA for; the Tear. of the LORD, 1018 11 


eh of he © of eg cripture, and eſps- 
eſtament , Very Com- 
Y expreſſive r che Whole of Real Re- 


| 221 Ic implies a deep, feeling, and go- 5 


verning Senſe of GO D's Being, Excellence, 

ky 3 3 ; 3 = His Unſearchable — 
and Glory, 'Alnnghty Power, an 

ite Goodneſs; 5; ſo warm. a Senſe hereof; 


as excites a becoming inward Reverence 
and Veneration of Him, and a ſerious Re- 

gard to him inthe Courſe and Tenour of 
the Actions. And by Conſequence, it im- 


ports an hearty Subjefion to GOD's. Go- 
vernment, a Patience under his Reſtraints, 
an habirua] Obedience to his Law, and a 
faithful Diſcharge of the Duty that is pre- 
{crib'd, in its ſeveral Parts and Branches. 
A few Paſſages of Holy Writ a little weigh'd, 
_ help to make this abundantly clear. 


WHEN een was in Gere, a Pa- 
gan Hy, we are told, he ſaid within * 
= ell, 
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Baus, and b will flay me fory my Hufes: 


1 
274 
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Jobs. He was afraid there was no true Biaty © 


in ſuch a Place as that; no ſerious R- 
3 2 te GOD, aul therefore nothing to 
p 


| the People from the graſſeſt Wick 
edneſs. And his: -meptioning che Far of 
G O D only in the Cale, is a * Evidlence, 
that ha reckond that equivalent to Real 
while he was yet conceal'd from his Bra- 
thren, deſir d by giving them ſome Intima- 
tion of his real Piet, td quiet their Minds 
onceming: him, and prevent their Suſpici- 
On, 48 if he might be apt to deal cruelly 


and unjuſtly: with them, he beſpeaks them 


ty of | 5 
_own'd himſelf intirely dependent. And he 


thus; This do and live; for I fear GO D. Gen. xlii- 
"This he intimates was a Gnard and a Curb '*- 

to him. He durſt not do any thing knowing- 

ly and wilfally to offend the Awful Majei- 

aven and Earth, upon whom he 


diſcover d that thus it Was really with Rim; 

for when he was aſſaulted in as violent a 
manner, and with as alluring a Temptation, 
as'gould-well be cericeiv'd; in the Circum- 
ſtances which he was in, a ſerious Regard _ 
70 GOD was his Preſervative. For how, Gen. 39. 
Jays he, can ] do tbis great Wickedneſs, and ſing. 
a GOD. © "SAR 


50 chat the Fear of GOD keeps from 
Sin, and excites all manner of pious Affecti- 
ons and Actions; and therefore it is expreſ- 
five of ſignal Piety, not only in my T on, 

ut 


= . 


19 5 
| gs DIAHS,! 5," | 
bat in the Character which we find given in 5 
. 7 our Sacred Volumes, of Job, and Hananiab, 1. 
Net vii. and Cornelius. They are all ſaid to Jour GOD, | 
Af x. 3. and that's reckon'd ſufficient to ignify that 
they were ſtrictly Religious: They were 5 


not Perſons that liv'd at random, but had 


$i given GOD their Hearts, and took care 
4 to act like ſuch as were devoted to Him; 
1 they were fearful of Sin, and mindful of 
1 Duty, and holy in all manner of Conver- 
4 ſation. | | 
1 IHN was the Caſe of 1 Obadiab-; 
1 he was One who trul fear ] G 0 D. - Sin- 
cere Piety was reſplendent in him. He had 
þ the Thing as well as the Name. He was 
1 One that actually ſet the LORD always 
I before him. and this was more to his Ho- 
[ nour, than if it could have been ſaid, That 
N he was the Greateſt Man then living, or 
14 that ever the Earth bore : And he alſo ſeems 
0 to have eſteem'd it ſo, when he took notice 
1 of it in his own favour, in his Converſati- 
iq on with the bud £1 e 19 
4 BO it gave no {mall additional Luſtre 1 
il to this Excellent Character, that it bore 
i. ſo early a Date, that he could ſay, He fear d 
'v GOD from his Youth. For it is ever very 
1 remarkable, when that Age of Life which 'B 
"if Eceleſ xi. as Solomon obſerves is ſo full of Vanity, is 
| 10. ſeaſon'd with ſerious Pie Youth is an 
I | Age of great Levity and Raſhnek, Incon- 
1 ſtancy and Indiſcretion; it is much for the 
[ preſent, without looking forward; then. , 
i . 
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OBADIAHNS Character. 


the firſt Acquintaance with the Pleaſures of 


this World; and to theſe there is a very 


ſtrong Inclination, which is difficultly kept 


under Government: To have this Age. 
therefore Pliable and Ductile, Provident 
and Thoughtful, Grave and Serious, may 
well and juſtly be admir'd, but is not com- 


mon. But thus it was with Obadiab. He 


# ſhook off that Vanity which uſually prevails 
in the Morning of Life. He remember'd his 
Creator, in the very Days of his Youth : He 
. Fear the LORD betimes: He 


fir ſet · out with GOD as he made his A 


pearance in the World; and nigh upon tl J 
matter, began as early to Act Religiouſly, ; 


as to Act Rationall7. 


ALL agree, That the ſooner a Beginning 
is made of any Thing that is truly Com- 
mendable, tis ſo much the happier, and 


the higher Encomium is deſery'd. And 
therefore if the Fear of GOD in Obadiab 


was really praiſe: worthy, 'twas the more 


ſo for its Earlineſs. Nor will any, I ſuppoſe, 
deny that what in itſelf is truly valuable, 
deſerves the more Eſteem, when it is rare 
and unuſual ; and therefore Obadiab's begin- 
ning to Fear GOD ſo ſoon, was the more 
Remarkable, becauſe it was uncommon. It 
deſetves therefore our particular Obſervati- 
on, That in that Age of Life when Senſe is 
peculiarly ſtrong and vigorous, and Reaſon 
ut in its dawn, when the Blood and Spi- 
rits are ſo warm and nimble, and Stayedneſs 
is ſo great a Rarity; then when the Appetite 
K 454 15 
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16 10 rampart, And ſo ent 
of Denial, and there is fo little Experience 
to qualiſ and check ie, even then Bd O52. 
dall begin eo fear tlie EOR D, and have 
— — ird to — ths Cone \ of: 
is Actions, 10 at to ore * 
Deſire to pleaſe Him, and Fear $2 Bog 
ing Him, Shih by any Conſiderations whate= 4 
ſocver- Atid:this he did in a full direct 4 
poſitiom to the eatneſt Cburtſhip of. dw De- 
vil, the impetdous Sofficitacions of che Bleſh, 
anti ſtrong vicious. Ineli nations of a deprau d 
Nature che taking AMlurements of Fanüliars, 
and che Fort of prevailing Examples to the! 
So chat if che breaking thre?! 
Difficulties to the Attaintient of any kroel⸗ 
lency, heightens the Commendation of it, 
them ia 
min d. he had alt thoſe Difficulties that 
are common ant uſual with others /arid'he! 
had ſome alſo liar. to himſelf; but h&._ 
broke thro'; arid got over all. He had _ | 
lar ſinful — a8 well as others, And 
; they were often ſtir d up by the ourward Ob. 
jects that preſented. fis al a Mind ſtock d 
with Corruption, which like Tinder way 
ready: to take fire upon the leaſt Spark; eſpe- 
cially; in that Age of Life. He had as warm 
Blood: and lively Spirits as ace common its! 
others that are Young. He had che fame 
Devil to tempt Ma, 2amh'\ the ſame Stiares 
to ſædute him, by which others are fo co . 
monly iel ede; und yet all this war a 
Notting. He took'd to GOD, and to Him 
2 Himſelf, to Hig he cleard with 
Purpoſe 


in this Caſt much eo bs ad- 5 


COLE — 


OSADTLA HY Character. 


Purpoſe of Heart, reſolutely topping his 


Ears againſt conttary Solicitations. apt 
NAY, he had fome Difadrantages chat 
were peculiar to himſelf. He was 'bred up 


in a Court, which is uſually the Center of 
Vanity and Voluptuoufneſs ; in à Court that 


was Remarkable for Wickedneſs ; and there 


was he preferr'd, and made Governor of 
King Abab's Houſe. He was forc'd to con- 
fort all along with ſuch as had no fear of 
GOD before their Eyes: -He had few; if 


any, to go before him in that which was 


Good; but had a great many Vicious Ex- 


amples. of the higheſt Rank continually in 
view, and was liable to be floated at, fcorn'd 
and ridicu'd, depriv'd of his Honour, and 
cloath'd with Diſgrace, for attempting to be 
ſingular, in heartily minding any Thing 
that was good. There's ſcarce One in Ten 


thoufand but what in ſuch Citeumſtances 
would have ſwoom with the Stream: But 


he without being daunted, endeavours to 
ſtem the Tide, ſets his Face towards Hea- 


ven, and from a Stripling makes Religion 


his Buſineſs, and prefers the Service of GOD, 
and a ſtrict and holy Life, to all the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, which - he very well knew, 
would be only for a ſeaſon. He, from his 
Youth, in earneſt declares for ferious Piety, 
and heartily adheres to it in the whole 


Courſe of his Life. So that if Religion in 


the ſtrictneſs of it, have any Thing that is 
truly Commendable, Obadiab muſt be on d 
to deſerve the higheſt CONES ; i 
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OBAD IAH Character. 


the Fear of GO D be the higheſt Endow- 
ment, this Character of him in my Text, 
which aſcribes it to him, and that ſo early, 
muſt be one of the moſt excellent Chara- 
cters that could have been given. | 


WHO can forbear crying out, Happy 
Obadiah, who began ſo ſoon to be Good ! 
ſo ſoon began to look Heavenward! who 
thus from his Youth gave up himſelf to the 
GOD that made him! and Happy they that 
herein are like him ! T7 « 


I hope, this is the Mind and real Sentiment 
of many of You thatnow hear me ;and it will 
be ſo of all that give way to ſerious Conſi- 
deration : 'Tis the promoting and cheriſh- 
ing this Senſe, is the grand Aim of my pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe; and might I be ſo far fa- 
vour'd by GOD's gracious Providence, as 
that warm Thoughts of this Nature might 
be ſtirr'd up in any Young One's Breaſt, 
by whar I have now to offer to Conſiderati- 
on, I ſhould reckon my Pains very well be- 
ſtow'd. That I may do what I can towards 
it in a narrow compaſs, I proceed 


II. TO ſhew the Happineſs which this 
Character beſpeaks, and the bleſſed Conſe- 
quences which it may be expected and hop d 
it will have attending it, to the inexpreſſi- 

ble Comfort and Benefit of thoſe to whom 
it belongs: Which may be comprehended 
under the following Particulars. 

„ SUCH 


075 1 


J 1 3 


1. SUCH as fear G O D from their Youth, 
do in an high degree honour Him whom 
they fear, and ſhall not be without a ſuita- 
ble Return. *Tis GO D's: own Saying by 


O B A DI A , Character. * 15 


his Prophet, Them that honour me, I will bo- Sam. ii. 


our. Now ſuch as fear GOD betimes ex- zo. 
ceedingly honour Him ; none do it more. 
By giving Him the flower of their Days, in 
oppoſition to + contrary. Solicitations, they 
proclaim-aloud to all. that obſerve them, 
that there is no ſuch Maſter as GOD, and 
that his Service is truly the beſt of Imploy- . 
ments, in their efteem. This Way, as — 
as in them lies, they excite Reſpect in Spe- 
ctators, and recommend GO D to others. 
They declare Him truly worthy of the high- 
eſt Veneration and Regard, and that none 
can begin too ſoon to devote themſelves to- 
Him. They hereby as it were invite and 
preſs others into His Service; and ſo He is 
much honour' d. He hath therefore given 
his Word (which is the beſt Security, and 
ſuch.as may be ſafely depended on) that 
He will honour them in return, He will de- 
light to honour them. Which Way indeed 
the Honour that is meant ſhall be deriv'd up- 
on them, is not particularly expreſs d; but 
we have no reaſon to queſtion, but that the 
Honour which is of GOD's beſtowing , 
ſhall be ſuch as will become the Giver , 
and ſuch as will highly dignify the Re- 
ceiver. | 5 


2. SUCH as fear GOD from their Youth, 


are betimes ſecur'd from the greateſt and 
; C 2 moſt 
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w.oſt fatal Dangers. The Children of Apo- 
ſtate Adam are no ſooner born into the 
World, than by reaſon of a Contagion that 
is Hereditary, they are exposd to the 
Wrath of an Holy GOD: Na ſooner do 
they enter upon the Stage of Life, than 
they are liable to be again carry'd off by 
Death. And if that ſhould befal them, be- 
fore they are taken off from the old Stock, 
and ingrafted on a new one, and before the 
Spirit of Grace has renew'd them, they are 
liable to be loſt, and ruin d, and undone for 
erer. But where the Fear of GOD is im- 
planted, his Wrath is avoided. Whoever are 
expos'd, ſuch as fear the LORD are ſecur d 
of his Favour. - The whole [Scripture fo. , | , 
plainly and fully declares it, that it is alto- . | 
gether needlefs to go about to prove it. Such 
moſt certainly eſcape that Curſe which 
5 _- Others are under, and obtain a Bleſfing: 
And that the more remarkably, by how: 
much the ſooner they begin to fear GO. 

There are none fo young, but that they ars = 
liable to Death's Arreſt ; and there is no 
Danger comparable to that of being found | 

at ſuch a Time out of the Divine Favour; ; 

but by beginning to fear GO betimes, this is 

moſt effectually prevented: And therefore 

Fon loſes its — We _ of 1 

zi. Who through fear of Death, were all their Life 

_ . rime ſubjef to bondage. This would. be the: | 

Caſe ot all from their very Cradle, ſo long as Þ' 
they continu'd unprovidedfor it, if they were 
but ſenſible of the Awfulneſs of Death, and 

the Miſeries that follow after it. But ſuch 
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as fear GOD betimes, need not be afraid 

of dying. In their Caſe Death has loſt its 


Sting. And if they are ſafe as to that, we 
may well enough conclude that no other 
Dangers need affright them. 


z. SUCH: as fer the LORD from theis 
Youth, lay the beft and ſureſt Foundation 
for a comfortable, eaſy, and pleaſant Life. 


The Pſalmiſt asks, bat Man u he that de- pf xxxiv. 
fir erb Life, and loveth many Days, that be may 12. 


| fee good? and he intimates that he puts the 


Queſtion with a deſign to teach thoſe the 
Har of the LORD, who would have this 
Deſire anſwer d. In asking, Who, and what 
Man it is that deſires to live happily ? he 
fuppoſes it Natural to all to deſire it; and in- 
timates, that none can forbear defiring it. 
But let us turn our Thoughts as we will, 
we can no way ſo effectually compaſs it, as 
by. fearing the L ORD betimes. Hereby is 
an Intercourfe ſettled with Him, who is 
the-beſt Guide, and the ſureſt Friend ; who 
is Himſelf a ſufficient, Portion, and whoſe 


| Favour is an abundant Happineſs. Hereby 


ſhall we approve ourſelves to Him, who is 
a Sun and a Shield, to inlighten and inli- 
ven, to protect and defend, and who wil 
give Grace and Glory, and with-hold no good 
Thing from them that walk uprigbily. And an 
Intereſt in Him being once obtain d, his Wiſ- 
dom ſhall guide, his Power protect, his 
Goodneſs ſupply, his Grace aflift, and all 


ſ. xxxiv. 
11. 


his Perfections be engag'd for their relief, 


as their Needs require. This will be their 
| Cale 
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Caſe and their Privilege „ in the Whole 
Courſe of their Lives; and Who then can 
be ſo Happy, or pretend to live ſo comfor- 


tably as they? 


4. SUCH as fear the LORD from their 
Youth, take a Courſe which. prevents much 
Guilt and Folly, and whereby they eſcape 


many Troubles and Sorrows, that are other- 


wiſe unavoidable. If Perſons are once 
brought to turn'a deaf Ear to divine Admo- 
nitions, to liſten freely to the Devil and 
their Luſts, be wedded to Sin by Cuſtom, 
and contract ſtrong vicious Habits, and be 
link'd with bad Company, 'tis more than a 
thouſand to one whether ever they be re- 


claim'd and take up. If ſuch as theſe are 


not thoroughly awaken'd and reform d, they 


are inevitably loſt for ever? and no other 


can be expected than that they ſhould have 
their Portion in remedileſs Wo. And if they 
ever are recover'd, it is not without the 
greateſt Difficulty imaginable. Should G0 D 


ever awaken them; ſhould He in merey to 


their Souls, come and pull them as Brands 
out of the Fire, tis not to be conceiv'd what 
Torment and Perplexity, and rending Anxie- 
ty, and what Pangs and Throbs they muſt 
be forc'd to feel and meet with, before the 


Change is wrought. And when that is over, 


a conſiderable part of the remaining Life 
muſt be ſpent in undoing what had been 
done before, and that with ſo much 


eagerneſs and vehemence, which at beſt 


is but uncomfortable, And after all, tho 
| N there 
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there be an happy Alteration in the State 
and Temper of ſuch Perſons, and tho' the 
Heart is fix'd right by divine Grace, yet is 
it not unlikely but there may upon ſudden 
Temptations be returns to ſome old Sins, nor 
is it much to be wonder'd, if the Force of 
confirm'd Habits ſhould appear in occaſional 
Relapſes; which tho' they may be ſuch as 
conſiſt with Sincerity, will yet create much 
Fear, and Smart, and Sorrow, great Mourn- 
ing and Lamentation. All this is happi- 
ly prevented, by an early Fear of GOD, 
before Sin hath taken root, and Satan hath 
fix d Perſons in his Vaſſalage, by Uſe and 
_ Cuſtom. 


5. SUCH as fear the LORD from their 
Youth, make the beſt Proviſion that can be, 
againſt thoſe Troubles, which are not whol- 
ly to be avoided. There are a great many 
Calamities to which all are at preſent ex- 
pos d. It hath pleasd GOD in the midft 
of the many Mercies with which He con- 
tinually encompaſſes us, to leave many of 
the bitter Fruits of Sin remaining, that we 
may be often minded of our common Apo- 
ſtacy, and ſtirr'd up to look out for a bet- 
ter Life hereafter. Sickneſs and Crazineſs, 
Pains and Aches, and numberleſs Bodily In- 
firmities ; worldly Eoffes and Croſſes, Diſ- 
appointments in Friends and Relatives, to- 
| gether withXunſpeakable variety of other 
afflictive Evils, are now the common Lot of 
the Children of Men, and there are ſcarce 
any but what have a ſhare, in one or other 

reſpect, 


— 
2 


8 


i E - 
. 8 ” 
* 1 % i Ani cas - * 
— ö iw CC ——— Cn — — 


1 
Oe 
15 
1 


- ” 
- — - — — —— — r 
2 . 2 — 
2 — 1 r n < — : 4 
— - -— =; IF Ex — 8 . 1 : - 


a . 
7 e 
. ; 4 


OA DAH Character. 


reſpec, at one part of their Lives or ano- 


ther. In the vigor of Vouth indeed, when 
the Spirits are lively, for want of Perſonal 


Obſervation, and a due regard to the — | 


rience of others, tis not uncommon to 
cy that we may not drink very deep in theſe 
Things, whatever others may have done bo- 


fore us: But nothing can be more weak and 


fooliſh, than to expect an intire freedom 
and exemption. When Evils of this kind 
come upon us, they are very apt to preſs 


and bear hard upon us, to wound and ter- 


rify, and ſometimes to ſmk and overwhelm us, 
and eſpecially as they are aggravated and 
complicated in particular Circumſtances, by 
Providential Connections. But even as to 
theſe, the early Fear of GO D is the beſt 
Remedy that can be provided. For this helps 
us to a Refuge and Shelter in all the Diſtreſ- 
ſes and Troubles we can meet with: It 
quiets and compoſes the Mind, and prevents 
boiſterouſneſs of Spirit, and makes us ſedate 
and calm under all Changes and Difficulties: 
It intitles us to a peculiar Care of the divine 
Providence, which can cauſe all Things of 
this kind (the worſt and ſevereſt not being 
excepted) to work together for our Good: 
And it ſecures alſo of an happy and comfor- 
table Iſſue at the laſt, which under the ſoreſt 
Tryals, cannot but be an unſpeakable Sup- 
port. Andthe more Early Perſons are in this 
Fear of GOD, the more beneficial do they 
find it in this reſpect. * 
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i 6. SUCH as fear the LORD from their 
f wWutb, are capable of much more Service 
than can be expected from other Perſons. 
- This is the way for them to excell, the deſire 
; of which is very agreeable to Nature; and 
to excell too in that which is moſt valuable. 
They who ſet-out betimes in the Service of 
G0 D, and from the firſt, take the right 
Way to Heaven, may make a much greater 
advance in true Piety, and bring forth more 
ſignal Fruits of Holineſs, and be much more 
Uſeful in the World, and much greater 
Bleflings in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 
than ſuch as ſpend a conſiderable part of 
their Lives in Loitering, or Triffling, or in a 
ſinful and vicious Courſe. They may make 
much more progreſs in Grace if it pleaſes 
Gop they hve, and be much fitter for 
Heaven when they come to die, than ſuch 
as livd long in the ſervice of the Devil, and 
came not till towards the cloſe of their 
Days to take up, and grow Serious, and 
turn to GoD, tho they were at laſt in 
b a - - 


J. SUCH as fear the LORD from their 
Youth, have a good and ſatisfactory Evidence 
of their Sincerity. The want of this is to 
many a very great. hindrance in Religion; 
having had affecting Experience of the 
Atrange Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, and of- 
ten return'd to Folly after they ſeem'd moſt 
heartily to renounce it, they find it hard to 


get the Satisfaction they deſire, that they are 
e | at 
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at length upright with GO p, and ſtedfaſt 
in his Covenant: And ſo are forc'd to ſpend 
As part of that Time, which — be 
much better imploy'd in improving their 
Grace, and glorify ing Gon, in troubleſome 
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Doubts and Fears about their State, and que- 


ftionitigs of their oαn Sincerity. It muſt be 
ownd, in à Caſe where there is fo much 
depending, the utmoſt Caution is needful 
to prevent Miſtakes : But upon à compara- 
tive view of Things, it will appear plain 
and beyond denial, That they that fear GOD 
from their Youth, have the beſt of Evidences 
of their Integrity. If ſuch as are come to 
Maturity or advanc'd in Years, can find up- 
on looking back, that they betimes were 
afraid of Sin, and made Conſcience of Du- 
ty; that in their early Days and from the 


firſt, they had a ſerious Regard to Go p in 


their whole Courſe and Deportment, made 
it their Bufineſs to approve themſelves to 
Him, and allow'd themſelves in nothing of 
which He difcover'd his diſſike; that they 
convers'd with Him Day after-Day, and 


that not ſuperficially neither, but with 


warmth and vigor; acknowledg'd Him in 
all their Ways, and made his Glory the End, 


and his Law the Rule of their Lives: 'If Þ 


ſay, they upon looking back, can find ic 
thus with them, they have the beſt of Evi- 
dences, and are plainly unreaſonable, 'if they 


with anxiety call their own Sincerity in 


queſtion. | And the earlier is the Date which 
they find this bears, the more Comfort _ 
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this allo is a great Bleſſing. 


. AN D Laſtiy, Such as frar the LORD, 
from their Youth, are furniſh'd with a goqd 
and ſtrong Argument in Prayer, if they 


live to a declining Age: An Argument 


which others are uncapable of uſing. I 


have often been affected with that Prayer of 
David, which he put up to G OD towards 


the cloſe of his Life, when he found he ſtood 
in need of peculiar Supports and Comforts :. 


Pal. Ixxi. 
177 18. 


Q GOD, ſays he, thou haſt taught me from 
my Youth : Now alſo when I am old and Grey- 
headed, O GQD, forſake me not. Methinks, 


there is great Strength in the Plea ; a won- 


derful Force in the Argument. Old- age, 
(which is of itſelf a Diſtemper) hath a 
great many Infirmities naturally attending 
it, as they that live to it generally find by 


experience. Now if we ſhould liye till, as 
Solomon very elegantly expreſſes it, the Al- Eccl. xii. 


* 
it de expected is ſhould. afford them. And 


mond- tree ſhould flouriſh, aud the Graſshopper 5. 


ſbould be a burden, and ſhould be ſcarce able 
to bear ourſelves; yet if then we can look 
up ſeriouſly to the Bleſſed G OD, and tell 
Him, that He that knows all Things, knows 


that He hath been our Gop from our Youth 
up, it will put new life and vigor into our 
Spirits; and we may draw a comfortable 


' Concluſion from it, that He will not then 


forſake us; will not deny us any needful 


Aid or Support. For certainly, He that 


began ſo early to be gracious to us, and 
carry'd us on ſo far, will not leave us at 
BOT. =_ ; the 


— 


FOE 


| OBnavDprans' Character. 
_ i | the cloſing Point; but will go on to be gra- |; 
* cious, till He has perfected that which con- 
* cerneth us. And this alſo is an unſpeakable 
Þ Comfort, which others are mere ſtrangers © || * 
1 _ 8 R | | * 1 
Wit + „ | | 
ms THESE are ſome of the happy Con- 
= * ſequences, which any may hope will at- 
1 tend their fearing the LORD from their 
1 Youth. But I can ſafely ſay, the half has not 1 
„ been told you. For many Houts would | 
1 not be ſufficient to illuſtrate this Matter 
1 fully; tho' I apprehend, enough has been 
A ſaid to make it evident, That a more admi- 
Wo. rable and excellent Character could not : 
1 be given of any Man, than good Obadia sn 
WI | gives of himſelf in my Text. All that! 
© 75 ſhall farther aim at, will be to give both 
* younger and elder Perſons a little Kifftance,; 
i iu order to the improving a Meditation of 
= this nature. And. 1120 
1 I | - e 5 
"8 I. T ſhall apply myſelf to ſuch of You 4s | 
3 are Young, in the Morning of your Days ||” 
1 | and but entring upon Action on the Stage 
Wl; Ty of the World. To You Lcome with a Meſ- 
18 ſuage from the Great GOD: A Meſſage that 
i} is plain and ſerious, and of the laſt Concern-: 


| ment: And I beſeech you, let not what I 
| fay, be diſregarded. The LORD invites, 
= and deſires, and chatges you to Fear Him, 
4 | and to do it from your Youth. I beſpeak 
: 


— D ˖— wen 
2 


you then for GoD,, the Gop that made 
you, and to whom you owe all that you are 
or have, You are born in his Houle, _ 
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his Bonds are upon you: How dare you 
then offer to ſerve the Devil? I entreat you 
to take Good Obadiabh for your Pattern. He 
feared the Lord from his Youth. Go you and 
do likewiſe. And have you not abundant 
Encouragement ? Does not what you have 
now heard, deſerve to be conſider d? Are 
not the Conſequences that it has been inti- 
mated will attend the Courſe which I have 
recommended, exceeding comfortable and 
highly deſirable 2 Can you take any other 
Courſe, can you take the oppoſite and con- 
trary Courſe, with the like or as good a 
proſpect ? I hope, you don't think you can. 
And why may not I hope to prevail with 
ſome of you to comply with my motion? 


If you have any true and prudent love to 


yourſelves, you cannot refufe. For this 
would be your certain Safety ; whereas the 
_ contrary, would be the high way to Ruin. 
Take you but care to fear the LORD from 
your Youth, and He will take care of you, to 
own and bleſs you all your Days after. I 
doubt not but you would willingly be of 
ſome ſignificance in the World as you grow 
up: At leaſt you would be provided for, 
and have wherewith to live comfortably. 
Behold, there's no better way to it than that 
which I propoſe to you. Conſider then of- 
ten and ſeriouſly of thoſe memorable Words 

that came out of his Mouth who was Truth 


itſelf, Seek ye firſ# rhe Kingdom of GOD and Nat. vi. 


his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things | ſhall be 33. 


added unto you. Do but Fear Go Þ betimes, 
and his ſpecial Preſence ſhall attend op 
| rom 
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Haracter. 
ſrom one Stage of Life to anether. And 
can you deſire any Thing that is better than 
his Preſence? Without it all the World is 
as nothing; but with it, every State is com- 
fortable, and every Place delightful. Do 
but now Fear Go p, and you'll ſeeure all 
the ineſtimable Bleſſings which Serious Re- 
ligion has attending it once for all. For tis 


% 


— — „„ CSS IO 


| Prov. viii. expreſly declar'd, They that ſeek me early ſhall 


27. find me. And they that find Go p, and ob- 
tain Wiſdom from Him, cannot be to ſeek 
for any Thing that is neceſſary to their 
Happineſs. Do you expect to find leſs of 
variety in the Courſe of your Lives than 
others have done before you? Do you think 

vou ſhall not have your mixtures of Trou- 
* ble, in the ſeveral Changes you paſs thro' 2? 
Would not any ſuch Expectation be vain, 
and weak, and groundleſs? Why then ffiould 
8 — give way to it? Were it not better and 
fer to provide againſt Trouble and Sorrow? 
That was certainly very wiſe Advice of King 
Solomon, let me entreat you to follow it; 

Eccl. xii. Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 

I, Youth, while the evil Days come not, nor the 
Years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
no pleaſure in them. | Sve DAR 


OR do any of you that are as yet but 
young and tender, give indications of the 
Fear of GOD, I beſeech you hold on. In 


this Courſe you have the faireſt Proſpect, 


the moſt abundant Encouragement, and the 
moſt ample Hopes. Yet give me leave to 
warn you to expect to be Aſſaulted, to pre- 

| n pare 
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pare for Temptarions, and look upwards for 
Strength to reſiſt them. Take warning from 
ſuch as you, have known or heard of, that 
after fair beginnings have made Shipwreck of 
Faith and a good Conſcience. There have 
been many in and about this City, who in 


| their Youth/have promis d well, that have af- 


terwards ſadly degenerated, and pour'd 


contempt on their Pious Education, and 


ſtriven to out-do others in Wickedneſs. Se e- 
ing and knowing how it has been with 
others; be you the more Watchful, ſince 
ſerious Piety is in a very declining ſtate, do 


vou ſtand upon your Guard. Save yourſelves 


from this uttoward Generation, who have 
little of the fear of Go p before their Eyes. 
And tho' in a ſtrictly Religious courſe and 


yet be not diſcourag d. What tho' you are 
by ſome accounted fingular, yet remember 
*is,Glory and Honour to be ſingular in an 
Excellency, tho it is a weakneſs to affect to 


be ſo in a Trifle. What tho' the moſt are 


againſt you, yet let not that abate your Re- 


— * 
1 
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walk, you ſhould have but few Companions, 


ſolution, unleſs you could be content to fare 


with the moſt at laſt, which I hope you are 
ſenſible would make you but a very poor 
amends, for having your Portion in endleſs 
Miſery and Woe. What tho' you find a 
ſtrict Conſcientiouſneſs is attended with dif- 
ficulties? when you have the Proſpect of ſo 
ample a Reward, both here and hereafter, it 


may make you eafy. Continue you to walk 


in G'oÞ's fear,{and ſtill ſtand by, and aſſiſt 
nie 
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1 you now, and your future Reward i: be 
* both ſure Aal Certain. 
WH But I would not — overlook. thoſe, of 
1 the oppoſite Stamp, who are young but fear- 
__ leſs, mindleſs of Go p and their Soul affairs, | 
1 I would enquire of ſuch, Whether they don 
1 think in their Conſciences, that Pats of 
7 Obadiah's Temper are by far the moſt - 4 
1 cellent; and that to be like him is moſt de- 
$i firable? Should they return a Negative An- 
_ ſwer, they would be far gone indeed; and 
_ Scourges and Scorpions muſt be their In- 
8 ſtructors, if ever they come to any good. 
1 But if they do think; his Temper the hap- 
145 pieſt, and his Courſe the ſafeſt, I would fain 
1 know why they won't chooſe. it for them 
1 ſelves? I would beg of ſuch, that they would 
Wi. turn the Matter in their Thoughts till they 
1 are convinc'd it is a moſt dreadful thing to 
ns be without the Fear of Gop. The Want 
A of other things may be a thouſand times 
138 better diſpens d with. ITwere better by 
1 far to be without Food or Raiment, with- 
l + out Friends or ſenſible Comforts, than with- 
__ out the Fear of Gop in your "Hearts and 
* | Souls? And can any of you be content and 
„ ealy under this Want? Content to live 
1 | 
wot without any ſerious regard to GoD ! Why 


what would become of you, if He ſhould 
forbear regarding you? What, miſerable 
Creatures would his with-holding but his 
cheriſhing influence from you render . you 
in a Moment! How: many other Fears do 
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1 "LH on 5 afraid of Men, and cho ME 
Chief hey t ro you, When they ap- 
1 par 4 9 A 150 and have nothing to 

rail If you not fear that 


5 © KA Soul and Body i into 
ell, 85 will is ** in a little time, if you 
ue in wilful Sin | Without Repintance: . 
beg © of ſack for G o b's ſake, and for their | .- 
n Souls ſake, that they would not make =_ 
| Ong he Matter of this, bur take up in time. 4 
If! is be thy Caſe Friend, let me perſwade q 
thee to "retire, and think ſoberly with thy 
felt, what a Wretch thou art to be without 
the Fear of Gov: Think ſeriouſly; how 
Happy they are that are of Obadiabs Tem- 
r, While thou art Miſerable, and incapable 
of coming to good, for want of Fearin ng | 
Aim, of hom the whole Creation | expreſ- 
a ſort of Veneration : And throw thy 
Be upon thy Knees before Him, earneſtly 

_ . begging that He will put his Fear into thy 

| - Heatt, and cauſe thee to walk in his Ways. 
Say-not, thou wilt do this ſome time hence, 

«| te: Wah 20 Thou know 'ſt not thou ſhalt 
| Bye 59 ay | furure Ti ine thou mightſt pitch 

8 9% e the preſent Time is neglected. 
Thoy mayſt die to Morrow, and to be for 
ever loſt and undone, if thou beginneſt not 
d fear the LORD to. Day. For who can 
_rellwhat a Day may bring forth ? Be not 
10 fooliſh, as to depend upon an hereafter, 

| Which may never come. Be aſſur d, the 
er thou delayeſt, the more wilt thou 

He and the leſs diſp os'd wilt thou 
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gferring much longer, thou 
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There is a Portion of Scripture, that. 
— juſtly make thee tremble ; ; 1t runs thus; - 


Prov. i. Becauſe | I have. called, and ye refuſed, I have 4 6 


24, 25,26, ſtretched, out m Hand, tn] 20 e Han, 8 


27, " 129, but ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and 


30 53 


in time. But then, A | = 


Frared the LORD as Obadiah from 
3 puck, or you did not. If you have done 


would none of my Reproof : T. a Iſo wif} - Havgh 


at jour Calamity, I will mock when your Fear 


cometh ;- when Jour - Far cometh as eſolation, 


and your Deſtrudt ion cometh as a Whirlwind ; 


| —_ Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh. upon Jou ; 
tben ſhall they call upon me, but I will not an- 
\ wer ; they ſhall. ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 


find me : For that they hated Knowled e, and did 
not chooſe the Fear of * LORD. 2 "would 

none of my Counſel ; they deſpis d al my Roproo 
Therefore ſhall they eat of the Fruit of their own 


Way, and be filled with their own. Dgvicts. 
There is no ſmall danger, that this deſcrib'd 
will be thy very Caſe, if thou perſiſteſt: Be 


rſuaded therefore to take up we bo Wiſe 
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2. OV alſo that are advanc 4; in DO 


ty have fair ſcope for making a good Improy- 
ment of a Subject of this Nature. For upon 


Reflection, you may either find that you | 


om your 


you have great reaſon to be thankful 


| and to bleſs the LoD. You muſt reſolve 3 * 


into the influence of his Grace, and ought 


to give him the intire Glory. Make Con- 
ſcience of recommending your Experience 
of e comfortable tenden pf the Fear of 
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*Gop to others, eſpecially ſuch as are young, 
and Ong up after you, in order totheir ex- 
- citation. I 

© +  Yoath, be humbled upon that Conſideration. 


IF, , i -_ = * 
6 . 1 
3 0 oy \ 
* — 1 SHE 7 Wn hard 
wy * # =O 1 
W #44 N ; 
EN N 
55 . 
KY N 41; "Ie W 
— * 82 N Wen $a — . 5 1 " 1 — » : 1 PAS "WIR . r * 
5 * * _— [240 * Lib we ER * I a T bad LT). id * 2 * 
* 57 e 4 "x ! 5 8 97 4 . . | GO, © ” Bd. 1 
4 „ 2 * . * LIES 
if TRE 16s Ge > ww 1 - Ws * U „ 
d el” 20%: a wb D 1 A £'S * > (hk „ , : Po 
Wo - 8 6 5 a 
1 * . ” * > 1 1 = * * ARS _ 4 
; , : US 
. - 5 3 2 1 2 * 9 


you did not fear the Lord from your 
Be humbled to think, that you ſhould deny 


©. to the Bleſſed Go p, and ſhould give to the 
| 'the Devil, your worſt Enemy, the flower 


of your Days, and the very beſt ſeaſon of 
your Lives. Think how juſtly Go p might 
ave left you to yourſelves, ſince you would 
not chooſe his Fear ; and what would have 
become of you then ? | 


IT will moreover deſerve” your ſerious 


- Conſideration, Whether after ſo m__ Years 
0 


as you have livd in the World, and ſo many 
Helps as you have had, you yet truly fear 
the LORD to this very Day. If you can- 
not ſay as Obadiah, yet don't deſpond, but 
be thankful that your Caſe as yet admits of 
a Remedy. Bleſs Go p that you have been 
under the Dews of Heaven, and yet conti- 
nue ſo. The more Time you have loſt, en- 
deavour to be the more careful to loſe no 


more. And remember and conſider, That 


tho' ſuch as fear GO D from their Youth, are 
the happieſt Perſons ; yet the Eye of the LORD 
is upon them that fear Him, at any time, upon 


| them that hope in bis e Mercy. 
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Age 1. I. 9, 10. for Commendatzon, read CommenAations. p. 19. 
in the laſt line hut thtee, add an before unſpeakable, p. 27. l. 
22. be: ween tis and Glory, add a. and in the fame Page, line the 
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